Ministry of Health
District Medical Officers

Medical Superintendents

RE: Use of Intermittent Preventive Treatment for Malaria in Pregnant Women (IPTp)

The most recent malaria indicator survey showed that despite good antenatal clinic attendance, only XX percent of women received a second dose of SP for IPTp. While this is a significant improvement over XX percent in 20XX, it is still well below the international target of 80 percent. 

As a result of the low uptake of IPTp, the Ministry of Health is clarifying its guidelines. The Ministry of Health’s IPTp guidelines state that: 

1. All pregnant women should receive a treatment dose of SP (three SP pills) at every antenatal care visit, unless they have received SP in the past four weeks.

2. Women who visit monthly for antenatal care should receive SP, unless they have received SP in the past four weeks

3. SP can be given in the last four weeks of pregnancy without risk to the mother or her baby.

4. Both the mother and her baby benefit tremendously from receiving more than one dose of IPTp.

5. HIV positive women should receive daily cotrimoxazole. SP for IPTp should not be given to women who are taking cotrimoxazole.

Please follow these guidelines. We hope that over 80 percent of pregnant women attending your clinic will receive at least two doses of SP for IPTp.  

Thank you for your efforts,

Provincial Director of Public Health  

